Martha Canfield Memorial Free Library 1
Unattended Child Policy

Purpose

The library has a responsibility to provide an environment that is safe and comfortable for every
patron who is using its services and facilities. The Board of Trustees and staff are eager for
children to use the library and welcomes those who do so. However, the library staff and
volunteers do not accept responsibility for the supervision or safety of children of any age in the
building or on library property. The responsibility for the safety and behavior of children in the
library rests with the parent/caregiver. Children who are unable to abide by the library’s Patron
Code of Conduct should not be in the library unattended.

Definitions- An unattended child is defined as:

- Achild under the age of twelve (12) who is not accompanied by a parent, legal guardian,
custodian, or caregiver age sixteen (16) or older.

Policy
The following guidelines will be followed concerning the care and behavior of children.

- Children under twelve (12) must be in the immediate presence of a parent or other
responsible caregiver.

- Parents and/or caregivers are responsible for the safety, supervision, and conduct of their
children while in the building or on library property (regardless of whether they
accompany the child to the library).

- If achild under the age of twelve (12) is found to be unattended, library staff will attempt
to locate the parent/caregiver and inform them of the Unattended Child policy. If the
parent/caregiver cannot be located or contacted, library staff will contact law enforcement
to assist the child.

- Parents/caregivers are required to attend all library story times and programs with
children under the age of twelve (12). Staff does not monitor the arrival and departure of
any child from a program or the building.

- Children ages twelve (12) and up who need help from staff beyond assistance with
normal library services should not be left in the library without a responsible caregiver.
Staff cannot be expected to monitor or prevent children from leaving the
building/grounds or assume to responsibility for monitoring their behavior.

- Staff will attempt to contact a parent/guardian/caregiver when a child’s health or safety is
in doubt, their behavior disturbs other library users, their actions violate any of the
library’s Patron Code of Conduct, or if the parent/caregiver is not present.

- Library staff and volunteers may not transport children to any location, even by request
of the parent/caregiver.

Adopted 10/07/2024
Effective 12/01/2024



